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In the heart of Green Valley, Arizona, Sonoran Magic stands as a testament to resilience and the power
of community. Founded by Melina Emera and Jason Scott in the aftermath of the COVID-19 pandemic,
the business emerged from necessity and passion. Both Melina and Jason had been employed at Red
Lobster before the restaurant's closure left them without jobs and denied unemployment claims. Faced
with the challenge of supporting their family, they turned to Melina's lifelong passion for crystals and
gems, transforming it into a viable business venture. 

Starting small, Sonoran Magic began its journey by selling products at local markets, including the pivotal
Mount Lemmon market. Over four years, these markets became the foundation of their success, allowing
them to build a loyal customer base and refine their offerings. Recently, this hard work culminated in the
opening of their first brick-and-mortar store, a space dedicated to promoting good energy and fostering
community engagement. 

Sonoran Magic offers a diverse range of products, including crystals, fossils, jewelry, pendulum boards,
smudge feathers, and dream catchers, many of which are handcrafted. The store is designed to be a
sanctuary where visitors can find peace and items that personally resonate with them. Beyond retail,
Melina and Jason plan to host tarot and astrology readings, workshops, and even establish a local
market to further strengthen community ties. 

Client Spotlight

Securing capital was initially a daunting task for Melina and Jason, who were unsure of where to begin.
A friend introduced them to the Community Investment Corporation (CIC), which provided a no-interest
loan crucial for purchasing inventory and participating in significant events like the Tucson Gem Show.

This financial support came from a BIPOC Community
Managed Loan Fund, a model that recycles repayments to aid
other small businesses. Melina appreciates this approach,
recognizing its role in helping small enterprises thrive amidst
competition from larger corporations. 

Sonoran Magic's journey is a story of overcoming adversity
and finding success through community support and
accessible financing. It underscores the importance of
resilience, passion, and the willingness to adapt in the face of
unexpected challenges. As they continue to grow, Melina and
Jason remain committed to fostering a welcoming
environment and supporting local entrepreneurship, ensuring
that Sonoran Magic is not just a store, but a vibrant part of
the community. 


